Cardiac amyloidosis causing ventricular tachycardia. Diagnosis made by endomyocardial biopsy.
In patients with malignant ventricular arrhythmias, endomyocardial biopsy may be helpful when all other findings from the workup are negative. A case of nonsustained polymorphic ventricular tachycardia is presented. The findings from an echocardiogram, coronary angiogram, and cardiac catheterization were negative. An electrophysiologic study showed inducible nonsustained ventricular tachycardia. A right ventricular endomyocardial biopsy was diagnostic of cardiac amyloid. The findings from a workup for systemic amyloidosis were negative. Primary cardiac amyloidosis should be considered in patients with malignant arrhythmias and no documented heart disease, and endomyocardial biopsy is helpful in making this diagnosis.